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00:35 
CD: If you could please continue Stuart, you were talking about your 
preparations for the evening of the 6". 


SH: For, December the 7", right. 


CD: Right, right, well you were talking about what you were doing the 
evening of the 6" prior to the 7". 


SH: Well, that evening, Wanitta, Swaris and myself were out roller 
skating. Her mother came and got us about eleven o’clock I guess it 
was, and brought me back to the dock for the ship, to take a boat out 
to the ship. 


01:09 
CD: Could you describe what you saw and what you did and what you 
heard on December the 7"? 


SH: Ya, uh, when I got word, well I got a kick in the seat of the pants 
view if you want the truth, when I reached in my locker to get my hat 
to fall into quarters because they had sounded a wake, fire and rescue 
party not realizing we were under attack yet. And so, when I reached 
in my locker to get my hat, Hicks a first class postmate, kicked me 
right in the seat of the pants and said “get to your battle station on 
the double, this is the real thing”. You know, it happened so fast that 
you don’t even have time to think, but I grabbed my hat and ran out 
on top side (02:00) planes were buzzing all over the place and I dove 
under a gun tub and our pilot Lt. White was under there shootin’ at 
planes with a 45, and I’m wonderin’ “what in the world kind of war is 
this?” But I don’t ask any questions, I’m a seaman, he’s a lieutenant 
commander and he said “where’s your battle station son?” and I said 
“right up there” and pointed to turret 3. He says “get up there as fast 
as you can”. And as I was going up the ladder a Japanese plane came 
flying right down along side of us, you could see the pilot, the co-pilot 
and the radar man laughin’ like everything. And those 50 machine, 50 
caliber machine, wing guns were spittin’ out bullets all over the place. 
We got into the turret, and why Ill never know, Krausen and I were 


the only two that man the right gun (03:00) the left gun was fully 
manned, we wouldn’t not have known that if it hadn’t had been they 
found the bodies the next day. Because when we got into our gun 
position, like I say I was the gun pointer, and Krausen was the trainer, 
and because we’re not going to fire those 16 inch guns I was sitting in 
my seat (moves) with my legs back up underneath me and Krausman 
was too. 


03:29 
CD: Can you hold on one second Stew. (crew does stuff) 


03:50 

SH: Now when I go out to schools, to speak and I’m telling about this, 
I explain to them; when I was nine years old I was sittin’ in the 
kitchen chair leaning back on the back two legs, and I asked the kids 
“how many of you like to sit in a chair and lean back on the back two 
legs?” And about everyone does, teachers and all. And my dad only 
spoke twice, third time he acted, so my dad came in the kitchen and 
said “Stuart, they made for legs on a chair to sit on the floor” “Yes sir” 
my dad was a navel officer. And so, how easy a nine year old forgets, 
‘cause here I am leaning back again and my dad walked and said 
“Stuart, I’ll not tell you again” “Yes sir”. Put the floor, chair back 
down, but it went in one ear and out the other. So the next time I’m 
leaning back my dad walked into the kitchen (05:00), kicked the back 
leg out from underneath me and I went over and cracked my head on 
the floor. And I said “there’s got to be a better way”. So now when 
you see me sitting in a chair, usually my legs are up underneath. Now 
that was nine years old, I’m now nineteen and my battle station is 
such a nature that my feet should be on a platform out in front of me 
like that (moves), and I would be bent over cranking in the dials, but 
because we’re not going to fire those 16 inch guns my legs were back 
up underneath me. If they had been out where they should have been 
normally, I’d either have no legs or I wouldn't be alive. Because when 
Krausen said “lets take the sight caps off and see what’s going on”, off 
the periscope, we looked out we saw the Arizona (06:00) when she 
got hit. And it was a gigantic explosion, like I say, about 32 bodies 
went flying through the air. Well, it was less than 3-5 minutes then 
there was a gigantic explosion in our turret. They had, now I 
interviewed Fushita back in 19...68 I believe it was, for radio here in 
San Diego, KECR. And he explained to me that he didn’t use bombs, 
he used armor piercing shells, but he also shared with me that Togo, 
Ganda and himself and Admiral Yamamoto and Genda all trained in 
the United States in the 1930s. They knew our battle fleet inside and 
out. (07:00) The overhead of the turret is about 5 inches of steal, the 
face plate is 16 inches of steal, comparable to the size of the gun, side 
plates of the turret are 8 inches of steal. What happened was, a high 


level bomber dropped one of those armor piercing shells and it hit on 
the left side and on top of the turret is a catapult and on that catapult 
we had two planes, one was the admiral’s plane called the Kingfish 
and the other was a SO2 scout / observation. Well the bomb, shell hit 
the wing of the SO2, that’s the gasoline tank, that exploded, it came 
down, it burnt that plane completely up on the catapult, it threw the 
admiral’s plane over onto the quarterdeck. (08:00) Then the shell 
penetrated the catapult itself, then it came down through the top of 
the turret, and I’ll show you a picture of it which I have, that, the shell 
came down and what killed everybody in the left gun was not an 
explosion from the shell itself, it was when the shell hit the recoil 
cylinder. Now that recoil cylinder is about from the distance from 
here to the wall and its probably about, I would say 36 inches or so in 
diameter and its filled with glycerin. And the purpose of it is when you 
fire that 16 inch shell (gestures) and that gun explodes you want it to 
come right back to readiness, you don’t want it to oscillate. So, when 
it split that casing of that cylinder, (09:00) the flash fire from the, um 
... oh what did I say was in it ... glycerin exploded and that’s what 
killed all the men in the turret and literally demolished the inside of 
the turret, ruined a 105 ton gun. Now where do I fit in, because 
there’s a partition between the two guns of approximately 4 inches of 
steal, this is all steal inside there’s no padding or anything like that. 
And right down by my feet is a hatch, just big enough for a man to 
crawl through from one side to the other, and it is locked down with 4 
steal dogs. When that explosion took place, it blew that hatch right off 
those 4 dogs, right past my legs under the elevating screw, past 
Krausen’s legs and up against the barred pat. (10:00) Picking both of 
us up off our seat that we were in and threw us 8 feet back into the 
elevating screw. I had the JA phones on, and uh, when we picked 
ourselves up off the deck, Krausen says “lets get out of here Stew” 
only he didn’t say it quite that nice. So, we made a b-line to go up the 
primer deck ladder, ‘cause when you fire these guns there is a fella 
that stands on a platform just below the gun captain where the gun is 
loaded, once the gun is loaded and the breach is closed then they 
elevate it to a certain spot so that the primer can put the primer shell 
into, and that’s what is fired electrically. Well, we got up to the primer 
deck I still had the phones on, (11:00) and uh, I never gave ita 
thought or anything I just grab a hold of the belt and snapped it in 
half and threw it down in the pit, and we made our way out of the 
turret. I spent twenty years trying to stretch one of those belts and I 
couldn’t understand why I was able to break that belt that morning. 
But I learned when I retired, I was 37 years old I read an article in the 
Inquirer where a mother picked a Cadillac right up off her son. That’s 
impossible, so I read the article and then I understood, the adrenaline 
in state of anxiety and excitement flows from the ankles right up 
through the body giving super human strength. Well we got out on 


top side and Incenseers, one of our division officers, was screaming 
for us (12:00) to get over to the Tennessee, we were on a 15 to 20 
degree list and, I wanted to see what was going on so we went over 
on the port side the water was just a little below my knees (gestures), 
and uh, we’re standing there we watched the Oklahoma turn upside 
down (gestures), twelve minutes. And during that time, my 
commanding officer, who was mortally wounded by having his whole 
stomach tore out by shrapnel from a shell that hit the Tennessee, 
Captain Benyen, the last word he uttered was “abandon ship, she’s no 
longer any good to us”. And Dory Miller, who was his attendant, didn’t 
realize the dan, the, how dangerous or condition he was in was going 
to try and get him down to sick bay (13:00). But the skipper died 
right there in the flying bridge, and Dory Miller who I’ve been 
defending him and his family for years, rightfully deserved the Medal 
of Honor, but because he was black they gave him the Navy Cross. 
Well, while we were watching the Oklahoma go over and Incenseers 
was screaming for us to get on the Tennessee, 5 of the men that were 
jimmying across the line to the Tennessee got machine gunned by a 
plane that swooped down in between. So, I told Krausen “we’re not 
going over any lines” he says “well Stew, how we going to get over on 
the Tennessee?” I said “I don’t know, but we'll find a way”. And as I 
was watching the Oklahoma go over I noticed that we had these 
(14:00) 5 inch 38 antiaircraft guns that the marines manned sticking 
out over the side of the ship. So I told Krausen, I says “there’s the way 
we’re going to get over on the Tennessee”, and so we did. We went up 
in the marine casemate, jumped up on the gun barrel, ran across and 
jumped down on the Tennessee. Where do you think I was going on 
the Tennessee? Right back up in turret 3. Only a marine lifted me off 
on the third rung. And I says “well what do you want us to do?” he 
says “get on the beach!” I says “how?” he says “swim you idiot!” And 
the fire was almost as tall as this building. And uh, from the oil that 
was burning from the Arizona, California and such, West Virginia. So, 
when we went over on the starboard side of the Tennessee, here’s all 
these neatly (15:00) piled cloths, shined shoes, the dungarees, 
everything. We stripped right down to our undershorts and I told 
Krausen “we’re going to jump in, we’re not going to dive”, so we 
jumped in, we went down just as deep as we could, now I’m not an 
underwater swimmer as per say, but I swam underwater that 
morning. And I surfaced twice before I got to the beach, we weren’t to 
far from the beach, but as soon an we got there why an ambulance 
pick us up and took us to the dispensary to see if we had any burns or 
any bruises or any lacerations. Well when they got us to the 
dispensary, and I brought the picture I’ll show you after, it was built 
like a patio and when we walked in there was a great big red cross 
(16:00) right in the center of that patio. However, we had to go 
upstairs on the upper balcony that went around it and they had all the 


beds and when the examined us and found that we didn’t have any 
wounds or any burns they put us to work immediately administering 
ungentine ointment to burns and sulfa drug and morphine. So, while 
we were doing that, I looked up and saw two planes comin’ over Ford 
Island and uh, so I yelled “Duck” and we dove under the beds and the 
blasted right through the windows of the place, but one of the planes 
that flew over dropped a bomb right in the center of that patio. And 
when we looked over the railing there was no red to be seen. And uh, 
so (17:00) we, I think it was about, probably around 11:30 and they 
took us down and they fed us and about 1:30, 2 in the afternoon they 
sent us back to our ships to help fight fire. And uh, so, when I got 
assigned, I was assigned to the executive officer who was going to 
cool down the 3"* Division compartment, ‘cause they had taken a 
bomb through the uh, marine casemate and the galley. We had two 
bombs that hit us and 9 torpedoes and uh, so uh, I was assigned to 
Commander Helan Cotter and uh, he had the nozzle, 500 pound 
pressure nozzle, I had, I was holding the hose. Well (18:00) when we 
opened the hatch to go into the 3™ division Boom! Boom! And what it 
was was the portholes blew out, I thought the Japanese were back. 
Well we took about 45 minutes to cool that compartment down and I 
asked the Commander, I said “may I look in my locker to see what 
damage has been done?” He says “go right ahead.” So I open up my 
locker and my whites, my blues, my hats, my undershorts, my 
undershirts, a pair of shoes everything just as I had left ‘em, the only 
thing is the minute I touched them, they pulverized to ashes, from the 
heat. So, Commander told me, he said “there’s going to be a boat to 
pick you up, it will take you over to Blackburt Recreation Center 
(19:00) that’s where you'll spend the night. You’ll have supper over 
there and uh, they’ll fix you bedding and such” because everything we 
had was destroyed. Even to the point that all of our records, A-L, were 
completely demolished, and its amazing because outside the executive 
officer’s office was a listing of all the men being advanced in rate on 
December the 15". And I was being advanced to Coxson 3" class 
boatsmate on December the 15". Well, when we went over to 
Blackburt Recreation Center, that night, our planes were coming in 
from the Enterprise and they started shootin’, we thought the 
Japanese were coming back for a landing. (20:00) But we were told 
later that it was our own planes that were being shot down. Well, we 
slept through the night, the next day they said we’re going to put you 
into uh, different groups and your going to be assigned to ships, well I 
was assigned to the USS San Francisco. Now Krausen, I wanted him 
to come with us, he was one of my best buddies, however they 
assigned him to the USS Honolulu. However, there were about 8 of us 
from the West Virginia who were assigned to the San Francisco. And 
the San Francisco, I went through 13 major engagements aboard her, 
the worst bein’ Guatal Canal. Were, we had a hundred or so odd men 


killed in about 40 minutes. But uh, (21:00) ... (mumbles in 
background) ... You falling asleep? (laughs) 


21:15 
CD: Yes, I did 


SH: Dan your not suppose to fall asleep. (laughs) 


21:24 
CD: Alright um, (talking in background) 


21:37 
CD: I want to go back a little bit to the 7" and ask you some 
particulars, about what you saw. (crew adjusts and talks) 


22:10 
CD: When you came out of your turret describe the scene you saw to 
me. Paint us a picture. 


SH: Well, the first thing I saw was Incenseers and uh, he was 
screaming for us to get over in the Tennessee, and I came out and we 
were, like I say on about a 15 to 20 degree list, we were on the same 
course that the Oklahoma was to roll over. However, we had a sharp 
first lieutenant on board, damage control officer that grabbed ten men 
and the went through the starboard side of the ship opening up all the 
sea valves to flood the starboard (23:00) side to counteract the 
flooding of the port side and our ship gradually righted itself and went 
straight down in the mud. And I asked a mate there was about 3 foot 
from the water to the main deck of the West Virginia when we sat on 
the bottom, I have a picture of it I’ll show you later. 


23:28 
CD: Did you see the Arizona when you came out of your turret and 
were trying to get on the Tennessee? 


SH: Uh, Ill be honest with you I didn’t, the only thing I realized when 
we came out was the admiral’s plane burning on the quarterdeck, the 
pontoon was up in the air. And uh, it was then I realized that it had 
been up on the catapult when we started out (24:00) and uh, here it 
was laying down on top side, see I didn’t know what all had transpired 
in the left gun, I didn’t realize that everybody was wiped out, I didn’t 
realize that they had split that catapult in half till afterwards when I 
came back to the ship that afternoon because, uh, I was watching 
many of the uh, motor launches that were going around the harbor 
trying to pick up men that were in the harbor and the fire and the oil. 
And uh, I have a picture of uh, uh Ivan Harris who used to live in 


Chula Vista, he was the coxen of a 50 foot motor launch from the USS 
Nevada and he was going around the harbor trying to pick up men 
and (25:00) the picture that I have uh, he explained it to me himself, 
that when the bow hook reached down to grab hold of the fella and 
pull him into the boat the skin came right off his arm and he went 
under the waves and that was the last they saw of him. They did 
rescue (Chuck talks under him) quite a few though. 


25:24 
CD: When you were watching the motor launches and the rescue 
efforts can you describe what you saw? 


SH: Well ... I saw many of the whale boats and the 50 foot motor 
launches that were going throughout the harbor. The one thing I 
didn’t see, and I should have, was the USS Nevada because that was 
the only ship to get underway that morning and it went right by us 
(26:00) ‘cause it was tied up a stern of the Arizona but it had gone 
by, and it may have been that it had already gone by because the, I 
think it had gone by before the Oklahoma had capsized, but I can’t say 
for sure because I didn’t see it. But uh, uh there were quite a few 
bodies in the water that uh, and your hearing blood curdling screams 
too. Uh, its amazing because when we went out there for our 25" 
anniversary, that was my first experience of coming all the way 
around the harbor and I was on a tour boat and when we came 

around the harbor along side of Battleship Row, everything replayed 
in my mind (27:00). I could hear the bombs going off, I could hear the 
roar of the aircraft, and everything and it was scary. I told my wife, I 
says “I don’t ever want to hear that again”. It was worse to me than 
what was actually taking place at the time because here we are, we 
had almost been out there a year and we are trained day in and day 
out for battle. Our battle station, it almost becomes a place of uh, your 
abode, where you live, matter of fact there were many nights were we 
slept in the turret when we were having night battle practice and 
such. So uh, the natural thing, like I say when they hit the Tennessee I 
was gonna go back up to turret 3, that’s my battle station, but I was 
informed they, if I had enough of those turrets, but uh, (28:00) its 
quite an experience for a, when I go out to school the way I tell them 
is, I was a nineteen year old brat that grew up overnight and a lot of 
us did and uh, uh it’s a, it was a holocaust if you want to call it that. 
But like I say it was an eye opener in regards to uh, establishing our 
battle fleet. 


28:38 

CD: When you went to the hospital ward, after you made it onto the 
Tennessee and made it ashore, can you describe the scene you saw in 
there? 


28:50 

SH: That’s the most horrible, to see bodies that were just literally 
charred, that they had brought in. Uh, (29:00) men who had been hit 
by shrapnel where their arms were torn open and all we could do was 
pour sulfa drug into the wound for ‘em. Many of them died there, but 
uh, in reality those men died in a glorified state. The reason I say that 
is, many of them never even whimpered, when we were wrapping 
some of the wounds with the bandage there was no cry out from them 
or hatred or anything like that and uh, it was amazing that in the time 
of a calamity, a tragedy the calmness that was (30:00) there. In 
regards to um, manning battle stations and things like that uh, well 
we acted like a piece of machinery, we trained for that day in and day 
out like I said. 


30:21 
CD: When you went back aboard the... 


30:24 
End 


